
1 

 

 

This book is dedicated to the men and women who are 

Kane County Farm Bureau; 

To the pioneers who took an idea, a dream of farmers  

working together for their common benefit, and formed it into reality; 

To the many leaders, past and present, who have guided us  

through good years and bad; 

To everyone who was, is and always will be a part of this  

organization, our past, our present and our future; 

To some of the worldõs truly wonderful people, the members of the  

Kane County Farm Bureau, we dedicate  

this brief look at our past. 

Remember it with pride, but look to the future. 

May your next 100 years  

provide even greater cause for celebration. 
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                  Kane County Farm Bureau Begins Centennial Celebration  
 

Editorôs Note: This is the first installment in a 20 part series on the 100 year history of the Kane County Farm Bureau. In the 

coming months, the Kane County Farmer will focus on a decade by decade history of the Farm Bureau, itsô affiliates, services, 

public policy and community services through the past 100 years.   

 

 The Kane County Farm Improvement Association was organized by leading local farmers in 

December 1912 and the organizationôs Articles of Incorporation were certified by the Illinois Secretary of 

State on December 31, 1912.  (The name Kane County Farm Bureau was adopted locally in 1919.) 

 Kane County Farm Bureau was among the earliest of similar associations to form in the State and 

Nation in a movement started in Broome County, New York in 1911.  DeKalb and Kankakee Counties in 

Illinois formed Soil & Crop Improvement Associations by June of 1912 and by 1916, with the need for 

farmers to organize to coordinate and cooperate on a broader scale, 13 County òFarm Bureauôsò gathered 

at Davenport Hall on the campus of the University of Illinois to form the Illinois Farm Bureau.   A 

national organization, the American Farm Bureau Federation followed three years later and was organized 

and headquartered in Chicago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Judson P. Mason was the first president of the Kane County Farm Improvement Association. 

While the current KCFB board consists of 15 members, each representing a different township, the 

original articles set up a 32-member board, two each from each of 16 townships.  The directors that 

formed the first board carry names that many Kane County residents will easily recognize:  

  
Township  

Elgin   Harry D. Barnes  Edwin W Wing 

Hampshire  Charles H. Backus J.S. Reed 

Rutland   John L. Hood  George W. Sowers 

Dundee   Frank H. Reese  Fred Schuring 

Burlington  Frank Randall  Henry McGough 

Plato   John McDermott  James Muirhead 

Virgil    John Read  Nicholas Reames 

Campton  George Beach  John Winterhalter 

St. Charles  Wirth F. Dunham Fred Ward 

Batavia   George Keller  L.D. Cronk 

Big Rock  A.W. Davis  C.C. Harbour 

Sugar Grove  Guy L. Phillips  W.W. Wilson 

Aurora   William George  W.C. Evans 

Geneva   Frank Peck  Charles Snow 

Kaneville  Charles Lovell  C.B. Ames 

Blackberry  A.C. Matheson  Benjamin Shepard 

 On December 31, 1912 the founders of the Kane County Farm Bureau formed the association by 

filing the articles of incorporation with Secretary of State, C.J. Doyle.  The original name was Kane County 

Farm Improvement Association.  Three individuals, Judson P. Mason, Edwin W Wing, and Henry Barnes 

submitted the object for which the corporation was formed as follows:  

 

ñTo conduct special investigations, experiments and demonstrations relating to the soils,  crop culture and 

animal husbandry in said Kane County to promote good roads, and to improve the social and educational 

interests of the farm communities of said Kane County; And in general to establish and maintain experiment 

and demonstration stations, schools, laboratories, and all equipment for the improvement of farming science 

and conditions, and to promote and stimulate the interests of farm communities. 

 

A Movement Begins 

Reprinted from January 2012 

Kane County Farmer 
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 While some of these names may have faded from prominence, they are surnames that were 

common among the leaders of generations past.  Many may be seen now only on street and road signs.  

 The volunteer efforts of generations of our members and leaders have helped keep Kane County a 

great place to be a farmer, and to benefit from the bounty that farmers provide. Throughout 2012, the 

Kane County Farmer will recall the history of the organization, issues and people that have helped make 

the Kane County Farm Bureau a vital part of the fabric of our community.  

 We invite all of our members to help us celebrate our 100
th
 year of member and community 

service, ag education, leadership development and sound public policy advocacy.   If you have a bit of 

history youôd like to share, weôd love to hear from you. 

 

KCFB Directors gather on the step of the former Farm Bureau building at 324 East State Street in Geneva in 1937. 

The building was purchased on Sept. 5, 1936 at auction for $6,000.00 to serve as the Farm Bureau Office. It was 

sold in 1956. Pictured (l to r) are: Front row - Peterson, Getzelman, Keslinger, Beith, Hardy, Lawrence, Foley, 

Damish, Sherman; First step - Fisher Dauberman, Lind; Second step - Davies, Johnson;  Third step - McDonough, 

Russell; On porch ï Warne, Zeller, Wilson.  Interestingly, only the last names of those pictured were listed.  Many of 

these names can be seen today on street and road signs throughout Kane County. 
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Steve Arnold, Editor           January 2, 2012  

Kane County Farmer 

 2N710 Randall Road 

 St. Charles, II. 60174  

 

Dear Steve:  

 

The picture on the front page of the January 2012, issue of the Kane County Farmer is the 1937 class of the Board of Directors of the Kane 

County Farm Bureau. The president of the Board is my father, Marcus W. Damisch. He was also Chairman of the Kane County Board of 

Supervisors and became Kane County's Sheriff in 1938 with the help of the other 18 men in the picture. Marcus, his father and siblings farmed 

in Rutland Township on farms that were settled by their great great grandfathers in 1837. Marcus' mother was born and raised on a farm south 

of 1-90 on the east side of Route 47. This farm is recognized today with a large pumpkin on top of the silo.  

 

Some Damisch farms are still in the family 175 years later. Marcus' paternal great grandfather operated a stable/hotel in Elgin where the Wells 

Fargo stage coach changed horses. At present the Illinois Appellate Court parking lot is on the site of the stable. Damischs' ancestors raised 

the horses that stocked the stable. The Damisch family still farm in Rutland, Hampshire, and Virgil Townships as well several other Illinois 

counties.  

 

Some of the 19 men in the picture held the Kane County Bureau together through the 1930's depression. To build membership in 1937 each 

member was urged to recruit a new member. For each new member the recruiting member received a No. 16 scoop shovel. In 1937, the No. 

16 scoop shovel was the preferred method of moving grain from box wagon to bin to feed bunk.  

 

Charles Keslinger was a large cattle feeder near Elburn. Keslinger served with Damisch as a member of the Kane County Board of 

Supervisors. There was always friendly rivalry on the Farm Bureau and County Board between cattle feeders and dairy farmers. Keslinger 

chaired the Kane County Farm Committee. The County Farm was located east of Geneva on Fabyan Parkway.  

 

Fred Wilson farmed on Highland Avenue Road, south of Coombs Road, Elgin. In 1933 the Elgin Road race went by the Wilson Farm. The road 

race circuit was: start/finish line at McLean/Route 20(then Route 5)/Highland Road/Coombs Road to Udina/Route 5/ back to the finish line. This 

race was the predecessor to the Indianapolis 500.  

 

Fred Wilson was Country Companies insurance agent for the Damisch Farms. On July 3, 1933, a tornado struck the Damisch Farms. A silo 

went down. A roof was taken off a barn and windows blown out of the house. The entire crop of corn was flattened. Fred Wilson came on the 

4th of July and handled the loss. A new silo was up by silo filling time. A new roof was on the barn. Corn was replanted and the Damisch Farms 

survived this disaster with the help of Fred Wilson and Country Companies.  

 

Marshall Sherman was a large dairy farmer. His 100 foot barn is still standing on the west side of Randall Road across from the new Sherman 

Hospital Elgin.  

 

The members of the Board of Directors of the Kane County Farm Bureau were like fraternity brothers. They were the closest of friends for their 

entire farming careers.  

 

Thanks for the memories.  

 

Very truly yours,  

 

Damisch Family Farm, L.L.C. 

John W. Damisch  
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The switch 
from actual 
ñhorseò 
power to 
tractors in  
the 1920ôs 
increased 
productivity  
in the post 
World War I 
era, resulting 
in commodity 
surpluses 
leading into 
the years 
before the 
great 
depression. 
 

      Early KCFB History Shows Strong Leadership 
  

As the Kane County Farm Bureau grew at the beginning of the 20
th
 century, the directors who governed 

the association worked to advance the interests of farmers in Kane County and build membership.  The 

fact that many of the actions they took then were very closely related to their farming operation 

demonstrates the way Farm Bureau on a local, state and national level decided to operate from the 

beginning ï through the leadership of farmer members. 

  

In ñA History of the Illinois Farm Bureauò, Dan Leifel chronicles the developmental years of IFB and its 

affiliates.  His description of the state association is applicable on the local level too: 

 

ñéthe organization has remained responsive to the sometimes inconsistent but always vocal 

desires of individual members ï the ñgrassroots.ò  Second, the success (or failure) of the 

organization depends on the clear thinking and effort of the individual member, both in 

setting policy and doing work, whether that work involves signing up new members or 

lobbying government officials.  Third, the active farmer leadership, the Board of Directors, 

The President, and Vice-President are forced to take time out of their busy lives on the farm 

with their families to perform the tasks of organizing and leading a complex organization 

and responding to its membership.ò 

 

 As KCFB directors 

worked on the foundations for the 

new association here in Kane 

County, they faced many changes 

in their farming operations. New 

farm technology in the late 1910ôs 

included big enclosed-geared gas 

tractors being used in areas of 

extensive farming.   

 

The 1920ôs, just after World War, 

brought a sharp post-war recession 

and the collapse of agricultural 

prices.  It also brought a period of 

gradually increased farm 

production due to the expanded use 

of mechanized power.  The chief 

agricultural issue was agricultural surpluses.  Despite the uncertainty of the market and economy, KCFB 

farmer members used some of their crop to help those in need with a special request in 1921 for hunger 

relief in Europe and Asia.   

  

Prior to the Immigration Act of 1924, which brought a significant reduction in the number of immigrants, 

thousands of people from countries around the world made the voyage to America to pursue a new life. 

The country adapted to life in the wake of the First World War and would soon find itself in the worst 

economic depression in its history. 

The Early Years 

Reprinted from February 2012 

Kane County Farmer 
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Below is a glimpse of the issues addressed by the members and volunteers of the Kane County Farm 

Bureau in its first ten years.  Events were gathered from the notes of KCFB farm advisors, staff and 

volunteers that give us an idea of the pressing issues of the time that likely affected all farmers during 

these years.  Some, involving purchases or housekeeping items, may seem a bit more trivial, but still help 

to give us a picture of the times. 

   

1919 Name changed from Kane County Farm Improvement Association to Kane County Farm  Bureau.  

 Resolution adopted requesting six months pay from the Federal Government to discharged soldiers.  

 Advisability of raising membership fee to $2.00 was considered.  

1920 Henry McGough, Burlington Township, was elected a Director of I.A.A. 

  Kane County Farm Bureau cooperated with I.A.A. in making livestock survey.   

 Resolution adopted in support of French ï Copper Truth in Fabric Bill - designed to compel  

  manufactures to stamp cloth with its content of virgin wool and of wool  substitute.  

1921 Appeal made to members for 1500 Bu. Corn for the starving people of Europe and Asia.  

 Letter sent to Congress opposing a tax on butter made from neutralized cream.  

 County Supervisors were asked for an appropriation of $2000.00 for support of Kane County  

  Farm Bureau.  

 Committee appointed to buy carload of apples for members.  

 U.S. Grain Growers, Inc. marketing made available to K.C. Farmers.  

 3
rd
 cow testing association organized.  

 Reorganization of Elburn CoïOperative Company.  

1922 Kane County Farm News issued bi-monthly.  

 T.B. Eradication Program begun on 14 Kane County Herds. 

 75 Sheep owners took advantage of sheep shearing ring.  

 Kane-Kendall County Farm Loan Association organized.  

 Resolution endorsing state program of reduced corn acreage and increased legume acreage.  

 Plan outlined for reorganization by Mr. Sailor of I.A.A was adopted.  

 Authority given to purchase either battery or generator as advisable to operate picture machine.  

1923  Services of Asst. Farm Adviser Discontinued.  

 $4,000.00 Appropriation from Board of Supervisors to hire county veterinarian to work on 

 tuberculosis eradication.  

 Soil tested on 55 farms ï 46 carloads of limestone were ordered through  Farm Bureau.  

 Kane County Farmers Protective Association organized.  

 Resolution passed endorsing the appropriation for tuberculosis eradication in Illinois. 

 Work started to get a satisfactory assessment of farm property compared  with city property.   

 

 

          

         

 

     
 
 

How times have changed. At a time when only 

farmers could belong to Farm Bureau, a Kane 

County Farm Bureau Membership Drive in 

1937 offered a No. 16 scoop shovel for 

recruiting a new member to the association.     
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KCFB Presidents 1913 - 1929 

 
Judson P. Mason  1913 

William F. Graham  1915 

C.S. Lovell   1916 

J.F. Reid   1918 

E.E. Hughes   1919 

Henry McGough  1920 

Dan G. Davies   1921 

Henry W. Lees   1922 

Ira R. Judd   1923 

W.C. Mcqueen   1924 

E.L. Hoyt   1925 

Frank Widmayer   1926 

Glenn Warne   1927 

W.A. Beith   1928 

Conrad Lind   1929 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Kankakee County Farm 

Adviser John Collier, 

pictured here in 1912, 

assisted farmers in 

improving their productivity 

and profitability.  Farm 

productivity was the 

primary focus of early 

Farm Advisers, who 

traveled the countryside 

testing the soil of Farm 

Bureau members, 

suggesting crop rotations, 

limestone or other soil 

amendments and advising 

on animal husbandry 

practices.  Collier, and his 

counterpart in Kane 

County Jerome 

Readhimer, helped farmers 

focus their efforts and get 

better results. 

 

 
 
 
 

At the 2012 KCFB Harvest Picnic Mike Kenyon, 

Jeff Bornemann, Bob Gehrke, Beth Engel, Joe 

White, and Tim Metz were presented 100th 

Anniversary commemorative scoop shovels for 

recruiting members, as part of a 100 x 100 

Membership Drive. Not present, but qualifying 

for the incentive, Alan Volpp. 
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     Kane County Farm Bureau Roars into the 20õs 
 

 As Kane County Farm Bureau entered its second decade, Americans were experiencing a period 

of economic prosperity.  The period was characterized by dramatic social and political change. For the 

first time, more Americans lived in cities than on farms. The nationôs total wealth more than doubled 

between 1920 and 1929, but deflation hit farmers hard, as prices increased and farm prices fell to 

disastrous levels. Nationwide advertising and the spread of 

chain stores changed the way people shopped. Industrial and 

agricultural developments prompted by the needs of the war 

effort were paving the way for changes in production practices. 

 By the 1920ôs, farm advisers like Jerome Readhimer in 

Kane County, had laid the groundwork for helping farmers 

improve their production practices as well. Readhimer, who 

began work in June of 1913, had made great strides just four 

years later.  According to published histories of Farm Bureau 

work, his campaign lifted barley production from 129,859 

bushels in 1910 to over a million bushels in 1917.  Farm 

advisers traveled the countryside, testing the soil of Farm 

Bureau members, suggesting limestone use or other soil 

amendments, and then followed up to make sure farmers were 

following recommendations. The work of Readhimer and his 

counterparts, including Ed Heaton in DuPage and John Collier 

in Kankakee, are credited for greatly improving not just the 

production and profits of farmers, but the way they kept their 

records. 

 Farmers didnôt always have a good way of determining 

the reasons for a disparity in results, and profits, compared to those of their neighbors with similar soil 

types and conditions for their livestock.  As farmers began to follow prescribed methods of accounting 

and record keeping, at the request and urging of their farm advisers, they began to see that they could 

better focus their efforts and get better results. 

 Today, U.S. farmers are able to get more then 150 bushels of corn per acre, which totaled over 13 

billion bushels of corn in 2011.  While advanced technology and developments in seed hybrids have 

greatly increased efficiency and production capabilities, the early accomplishments of farm advisers 

working in cooperation with Farm Bureau farmer-members cannot be underestimated.  

Jerome Readhimer, Kane County 

Farm Bureauôs Farm Adviser 

through 1919, worked with farmers 

to improve their production and 

record-keeping practices.  The 

tireless work of Readhimer and his 

counterparts was key in the 

creation of the Farm Bureau and 

provided a valuable service that 

increased membership even 

through hard economic times. 

 

The мфнлΩǎ 

Reprinted from March 2012 

Kane County Farmer 
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 The Farm Bureau made great strides during the 20ôs in helping farmers lower their seed costs and 

to get better prices for their harvest.  This was done largely through the formation of farmer-owned 

cooperatives.   

 Early examples include the Elburn Cooperative Company, which Kane County Farm Bureau 

helped to re-organize in 1922 and a farm supply and service company, Kane County Farm Service 

Company, in 1929.  On the state level, the IFB in cooperation with county Farm Bureaus formed the first 

group of accountants cooperatively organized solely to audit grain elevators and farm related business, the 

Illinois Agricultural Auditing Association, in 1925; a fire and casualty reinsurance company for farm 

property, Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, in 1925; an automobile insurance company, again for 

farmers, Illinois Agricultural Mutual Insurance Company, in 1927; a life insurance company, Country 

Life Insurance Company, in 1929 along with numerous others to purchase supplies and serum and market 

milk, eggs, fruits, vegetables grains and livestock.. 

 With post-war prices for farmland sky-rocketing (as high as $500 an acre) then falling 

dramatically in the mid 1920ôs, the Farm Bureau played a pivotal role in getting equal taxation for 

farmland.  Statewide the Farm Bureau help to get decreases in equalized state land valuations that 

amounted to a reduction in farm taxes of $557,000 for 1922.  In 1924, Farm Bureau secured a seven 

percent reduction in assessed valuation on farmland in Kane County alone, a savings of over $942,000.  

In March of that year, the first issue of the Kane County Farmer was printed to update members about 

these and other important activities of their association. (The publication began in 1922 as the Kane 

County Farm News.) 
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Issues addressed by the Kane County Farm Bureau during the óRoaring 20ôsô, gathered from the notes 

of KCFB farm advisers, staff and volunteers. 

 

1924  Protest filed on present tax against farmlands. 

  Tax reduction on farmlands of 7% proposed by Board of Review. 

  Farm Bureau secured a 7% reduction in assessed valuation on farmland in Kane  

  County, a savings in money of $942,838.12. 

  First issue of Kane County Farmer printed and mailed in March. 

  Severe outbreak of the Army Worm in Kane County.  

 $100.00 reward offered for arrest and conviction of bootleggers of tuberculosis cattle.  

1925  Kane County Farm Bureau joined the Illinois Agricultural Auditing Service. 

  Committee appointed to investigate insurance sales. 

  Motion on record opposing the proposed county forest preserve project.  

 Special membership meeting held at fairgrounds at Aurora, by-laws were amended 

raising annual dues from $10 to $15. Proposition carried by 2/3 of members present.  

  Kane County Farmer Coverage extended to DuPage & Kendall counties.  

  Calcium Cyanide used in ground hog eradication program.  

  OX Warble considered a problem in the county. 

  Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company organized by Farm Bureau.  

1926 Resolution adopted that the law discriminating against corn sugar be repealed or                                

amended so as to place corn sugar on an equal basis with cane and beet sugar. 

 Voting records of all candidates for re-election were secured and made available to all    

farmers in the county. 

  Calcium cyanide demonstrations for destruction of rats.  

  Organized opposition to the tuberculosis test in dairy cattle.  

1927  Farm Bureau Membership drive secured 204 new members.  

  Constitution of Farm Bureau changed to provide 15 directors where there were only 9.  

  Statewide I.A.A. Picnic held at Mooseheart in Kane County. 

 Articles changed at annual meeting to provide for one director from each  township ï 7 

to be elected one year ï 8 for two years.  

 Illinois Agricultural Mutual Insurance Company proposal as outlined by Mr. Metzger 

of I.A.A. accepted for Kane County Members.   

  30 cars of limestone ordered at .57 cents per ton.  

1928  Committee appointed to protect rigorously the proposal of daylight savings time.  

 Country Life Insurance program was presented by the IAA and adopted by Kane 

County Farm Bureau Board of Directors.  

  Hail insurance program accepted for Kane County. 

  100 new members signed to Farm Bureau on drive.  

  Attendance of 400 at Farm Bureau Annual meeting. 

  Total membership at 628. 

1929 Committee of I.R. Judd, E.D. Spencer & Fred Wilson appointed to investigate 

advisability of forming the Kane County Farm Bureau Supply Company.  

Mar. 16 1929 Kane County Farm Service Company (later FS) organized with Farm Bureau Executive 

Committee to be governing body.  

July 6, 1929 Kane County Farm Bureau signed contract with Country Life Insurance Company. 

  Farm Bureau Membership reached 788. 

  Higher price demanded by dairymen from Chicago Milk Dealers.  

  Six farmers in county aided by Farm Adviser in septic tank installation.  
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The Wall Street stock market Crash of 1929 

signaled the beginning of the Great Depression. 

Production fell sharply, unemployment 

skyrocketed, and people lost their jobs and 

savings.  Many depended on charity to survive, 

waiting for hours on ñbreadlinesò to provide meals 

to their families.  In 1933, more than 15 million 

U.S. citizensðone-quarter of the nation's 

workforceðwere unemployed. Even during this 

time of economic struggle, Kane County Farm 

Bureau worked hard to provide meaningful 

services to its members, and strived, not just to 

maintain its membership, but also to grow. 

 

         Kan           Leaders Improve Association in Face of Great Depression 

 As the nation struggled through the Great Depression, Farm Bureau maintained its efforts to build 

membership, as well as services to its members.  Mechanization and improved production practices had 

added to the productivity of farmers.  In 1930, one U.S. farmer supplied food for nearly 10 people. 

Surpluses drove farm prices and income lower, reaching a bottom in 1932. U.S. leaders had to figure out 

how to balance production with consumption and enact an effective trade policy. The Farm Bureau was 

key in shaping legislation to control the effects crop surpluses and the poor economy had on farmers.   

  

 According to John Lacey, in his book Farm Bureau in Illinois, ñthe depression made heavy 

inroads on membership lists.ò  Banks were failing and many farmers were failing to pay dues.  Farm 

Bureau membership dropped from 60,076 in 1930 to 54,355 in 1933.  A plan was formed to stem the tide 

of membership losses, and improve accuracy of record keeping, as well as morale, throughout the County 

Farm Bureaus. In 1933, CFB leaders met and approved a plan to appoint one man in each county as 

County Directors of Organization, to oversee collection of past-due fees and the signing of new members.  

  

 In 1934, Kane County Farm Bureau joined all but one of the County Farm Bureaus in signing the 

Uniform Cooperative Agreement with IAA, which served as a binding agreement for collection and 

sharing of dues. It also instituted new methods for 

keeping membership records.  That same year, Dan 

Davies became Kane Countyôs first county director 

of organization.  He and his counterparts succeeded 

in building membership and morale, through 

publicity campaigns and 200 community meetings.  

Statewide 4,400 memberships were sold and 6,000 

members were restored to good standing.   

  

 Recognizing that a strong membership base 

means a strong organization, Kane County Farm 

Bureauôs leaders continued membership-building 

efforts throughout the decade.  As the association 

celebrated its 25
th
 anniversary in 1937, KCFB 

members were encouraged to sign new members with 

the offer of a No. 16 scoop shovel, a popular and 

much needed item at the time for moving grain.   

 Davies spearheaded these efforts through 

1940. KCFB records show that five men filled the 

role through 1950: Clifford Naden, John Harber, E.C. 

Hoffman, Charles Rasmussen and Frank Randall.  

 Even during this decade of economic 

struggle, KCFB leaders were not content with the 

status quo, and strived to improve the lives of Farm 

Bureau members.  In 1930, KCFB formed a three-

member committee was formed to study extending 

the reach of power lines to rural areas ï known as 

rural electrification.  At that time, only 13% of U.S. 

farmers had electricity.  In 1936 the Rural 

Electrification Act greatly improved the quality of rural life by providing federal loans for the installation 

of electrical distribution systems.  

The мфолΩǎ 

Reprinted from April 2012 

Kane County Farmer 


